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The Baccalaureate Ceremony
Baccalaureate is the ceremony during the Commencement 
Season in which University Leaders, student participants, 
and a guest speaker address aspects of the moral life and its 
relation to liberal education through remarks, speeches, song, 
and readings from sacred texts.  By history and practice the 
baccalaureate is associated with the bachelor’s degree. As 
such, it is a distinctly undergraduate event.  
     
The participation of students from various traditions reflects 
the religious origins of the ceremony in which a sermon was 
delivered. Today, however, as a testament to our spiritually 
and culturally diverse student body, readings and music from 
a broad range of traditions make the baccalaureate ceremony 
one in which the entire graduating class may participate.
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Afterglow
by Bruce Montgomery, 1964 
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University of Pennsylvania Glee 
Club

Shadows grow long on the campus,
Twilight has come again.

Warm copper rays streak the golden haze
As peace settles down on Penn.

And soft and low,
In the pale afterglow,

The voices of students ring
With the songs and cheers
Of their fair college years,

The songs they love to sing:
"Post jucundam juventutem

Vivat academia."
Sing the praise of college days.

Sing of Pennsylvania!



Red and Blue   University of Pennsylvania Glee Club
by Harry E. Westervelt, 
Medicine Class of 1898

Come all ye loyal classmates now,
In hall and campus through,
Lift up your hearts and voices
For the royal Red and Blue.

Fair Harvard has her crimson,
Old Yale her colors too,

But for dear Pennsylvan-i-a,
We wear the Red and Blue.

Hurrah! Hurrah! Pennsylvan-i-a,

Dismissal     The Rev. Dr. Charles Howard

Recessional    Penn Band

President Wendell Pritchett would like to invite all seniors 
to College Green for the Class Carnival. 

 




